What is the proportion of football club member that do not speak English? P.6, l.21 What type of club member will be recruited during game? Spectators, officials, coaches, players? Could the authors be more precise on the specified locations for recruitment (give more details). P 6, L 35 How do the authors randomize the 5 selected participants within the 20 members? P.6, l. 36 Five members of each club is quite a small sample for a longitudinal study, did the authors considered the lost follow up also within the clubs? P7, l. 10 Could the authors provide the exclusion reasons for the 29 sport clubs that were excluded. P.9, l.20 How will the expert group develop the web based program? How many meetings? Using which techniques and methods? P9, l.27 What is the target of the program? Is there a specific public targeted? Who will get access to the program and how will it serve the club at different level? It is difficult to enter the conceptual model without all these information, to better understand the mechanisms used in the present work. P10, l. 33 Who will fill in the annual online assessment? Who will get access to it? All official, only a dedicated person? Will this information be collected? P. 10, l. 46 How do the authors verify that the web-based intervention is used? That the different resources are used? Is there a specific login for each club? For each representative? P. 11, l. 42 What means tailored feedback? How will it be presented? Is it more a tutorial, a forum, a mail exchange? P 12, l. 22 Did the authors measure somehow the dose of the program: how many feedback how many mail and telephone contact? P13, l. 33 How are the process data collected? Who is responsible for this data collection? How will they be used in regard to outcomes? P14, l 48 Will the club be informed about the time of the data collection? P 14, l. 24 Who will answer to the telephone survey on the club characteristics? P 15, l. 17 The end of the sentence is missing. 
REVIEWER

VERSION 1 -AUTHOR RESPONSE
Responses to reviewer 1: Reviewer 1 has made some suggestions where additional information and further clarification could be added in both the abstract and the body of the manuscript. As we were unable to match the lines precisely, we made these suggested changes where we though appropriate and have checked for grammar and flow throughout the whole manuscript. Pg 2 "Community level football clubs who are currently accredited with an existing alcohol management program ('Good Sports') and implementing at least 10 of the 13 core alcohol management practices (e.g. not serving alcohol to <18 year-olds) required by the program, will be recruited and randomised to either a web-based sustainability program or a 'minimal contact' program" P3, l.27 It is difficult for the reader to understand what means achieving 10 of the 13 alcohol management practice, could an example be given?
Response: We have amended the text to clarify -See response above P.3, l. 30 What means observation at football clubs home games, does that mean that some objective data are collected on alcohol management during game?
Response: Pg2 The manuscript has been modified to clarify that trained research assistants will attend a home game for each club participating in the trial where they will objectively observe the clubs implementation of alcohol management practices. The text now reads "Outcome data will be collected via observation at the club during a 1 day visit to a home game, conducted collected by trained research staff assistants at baseline and follow-up." Introduction P 3, l.50 Alcohol harm is not defined in the protocol, could the authors give a short definition at the beginning of the article. ' Pg2-3 The manuscript has been modified to include a brief definition of harm related to alcohol consumption. "Alcohol related harm refers to both the immediate and log-term negative consequences associated with excessive alcohol consumption, such as, injury, assaults, accidents and at home abuse, as well as chronic health conditions and some cases of suicide." P5, l.31 Could the authors give more information about how many clubs started the good sport program and how many reached the level 3, for how many years? In these inclusions criteria, which comes from the good sport program at baseline and which are specifically added for this study?
Response: More information has been added around these points, the text now reads Response: There will be no football club members that cannot speak English as it is an eligibility criteria to participate in the study (see pg 5) P.6, l.21 What type of club member will be recruited during game? Spectators, officials, coaches, players? Could the authors be more precise on the specified locations for recruitment (give more details). Pg 5 Changes to the manuscript have been made to address this. "club members (players, committee members, regular spectators/fans and coaches) will be recruited at club grounds during a senior home game using a pilot-tested, standardised recruitment protocol which will detail specified locations for recruitment within the club grounds (ie club bar or canteen)." P 6, L 35 How do the authors randomize the 5 selected participants within the 20 members?
Response: Contact information will be provided to the interviewers for all 20 members, once 5 members have completed the survey the remaining contact information will be removed from the interviewer.
Pg 5 slight change in the manuscript to make this clearer P.6, l. 36 Five members of each club is quite a small sample for a longitudinal study, did the authors considered the lost follow up also within the clubs?
Response: We collect a cross section of member data. We do not follow-up the same members from the clubs over time. At baseline and follow-up new members are recruited. Repeat cross sectional studies are recommended in settings where attrition is high.
Pg 5 changes in the manuscript to make this clearer "At baseline and follow-up separate independent sample of of club members (players, spectators, officials and/or coaches) will be recruited at club grounds"
Response: Also we have made the research design more explicit and now use the term 'repeat crosssectional" randomised controlled trial design P7, l. 10 Could the authors provide the exclusion reasons for the 29 sport clubs that were excluded.
Response: As this is a protocol paper the consort numbers are estimates of what we predict may occur during the trial and therefore no actual reason for exclusion exist yet. P.9, l.20 How will the expert group develop the web based program? How many meetings? Using which techniques and methods? Pg 8 changes to the manuscript have been made to include more information around this point "The advisory group will continue to meet via the telephone phone and face to face and undertake program testing to develop the web-based program." P9, l.27 What is the target of the program? Is there a specific public targeted? Who will get access to the program and how will it serve the club at different level? It is difficult to enter the conceptual model without all these information, to better understand the mechanisms used in the present work.
Response: Only intervention clubs involved in this trial will have access to this program. It is not a publicly available program. All clubs will be level three clubs and they will all be supported in the same way. Pg 8-11 Changes have been made to the manuscript to include more information around these points "The program will only be available to those clubs in the intervention group of the trial it is not a public web-site. It can only be accessed by a personalised login number." P10, l. 33 Who will fill in the annual online assessment? Who will get access to it? All official, only a dedicated person? Will this information be collected? Pg 10-11 Changes to the manuscript have been made to address these points "At the start of each year (sporting season) the club president or a nominated representative, from each intervention club (e,g club secretary) will complete an online monitoring assessment"
Response: "The responses to the annual assessment will be send to each club committee." P. 10, l. 46 How do the authors verify that the web-based intervention is used? That the different resources are used? Is there a specific login for each club? For each representative?
Response: This information will be collected via process data refer to pg13 P. 11, l. 42 What means tailored feedback? How will it be presented? Is it more a tutorial, a forum, a mail exchange?
Pg 11 Changes to the manuscript have been made to address these points "Clubs will receive tailored feedback based on their responses to the annual online assessment and completion of agreed actions. The feedback will occur on the screen of the web-based program immediately after completing the annual online assessment. Email feedback will also be sent in regards to the annual online assessment responses and action plan items generated." P 12, l. 22 Did the authors measure somehow the dose of the program: how many feedback how many mail and telephone contact?
Response: Yes, by the program delivery protocol and process data. Refer to pgs 12-13 P13, l. 33 How are the process data collected? Who is responsible for this data collection? How will they be used in regard to outcomes? Pg 14 changes have been made to the manuscript to inform these points "Measures outlined above will be collected via reports generated through the web-based software and google analytics." "The research team will run reports at the end of the intervention period."
